IN THE SPOTLIGHT:

Parr: Senior tennis player Cory
Parr talks about winning the
university’s first-ever national title,
playing with partner junior Steve
Forman and his future plans.

THURSDAY, APRIL 30, 2009
PAGE

B1

ONLINE AT: www.oldgoldandblack.com

SPORTS

Page B2. ogbsport@wfu.edu
O LD G O LD & BLACK
BASEBALL:
5/8 @ Maryland
5/9 @ Maryland
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WOMEN'’S TENNIS: By Alex Botoman | Staff writer The centerpiece of the Deacon con-  to thedraft, there wassomespeculation  Jr., said while calling Curry to tell

5/9 v. South Carolina
& 5/10 NCAA Regionals

that Curry might even be drafted first
overall, but the Detroit Lions, the

tingent was Curry, who was selected

with the No. 4 overall pick by the

him that they were going to take him,

In the fall 0f 2004, 19 football players “When the Chiefs took (defensive end)

5/14 NCAA Champ. arrived at Wake Forest determined to  Seattle Seahawks. Curry was con- holders of the pick, elected to  Tyson Jackson, our draft room erupted
achievesuccessatwhathad beenafloun-  sidered by many, including ESPN go with a quarterback instead, in celebration.”
MEN’S GOLF: dering program. They called themselves analyst Mel Kiper, to be the top selecting Matthew Stafford out Linebackers traditionally are not

5/11 Big 4 Challenge
5/14 NCAA Regionals
5/15 NCAA Regionals

MEN'’S TENNIS:
5/8 @ Northwestern
- 5/9NCAA Regionals

overall prospect in the draft,
and was also considered the
safest pick in the draft —

that is, the player who

was almost assured to

have a successful NFL

career.

of Georgia. There was some
debate about whether

the Chiefs would take

Curry at No. 3, but

there was no pos-

sibility that he

would slip past

the “Fresh Deacs” in reference to their
desire to forget history and start their
own legacy. The weekend of April 25,
2009 marked the end of the Wake Forest
journey for four of these players, as they
accomplished their lifelong dreams of
being drafted in the NFL.

selected with top five draft picks, and
Curry is the highest drafted linebacker
since the Washington Redskins took
LaVar Arrington with the No. 2 pick
in 2000, a testament to how highly he
was viewed by NFL scouts. It is clear
that he has come a long way from the

5/10 NCAA Regionals In what was the most heralded draft In the WCCkS NO. 4 190 pound bOy whose only Division

7 X class in Wake Forest history, linebacker leading up As Sea- 1 scholarship offers came from Wake

% gl;?ﬂl\/llglx AS geogl;gn als Aaron Curry, cornerback Alphonso hawks head and East Carolina. Curry wasnt the
5/8 NCAA Regionals Smith, safety Chip Vaughn and line- coach Jim only Deac drafted on the first day, as

: 5/9 NCAA Regionals backer Stanley Arnoux were all selected Mora, Smith, the ACC record holder for

TRACK:

5/8 NC Fast Times
5/8 Oregon Trail
5/9 @ Clemson

Swine flu forces Mexican
soccer fans to stay at home

The Mexican Football Federation has
banned fans from attending the
professional matches played across
nation the first weekend in May. The
weekend prior, only three first division
games were banned but it now
increased to 12 first division games.

To pacify the fans, six of the top divi-
sion games will be aired on free televi-
sion channels versus only the pay-for-
view channels. Mexican officials believe
that over $2 million will be lost by the
clubs in ticket sales alone. The losses
that will be incurred by other vendors
within the stadiums could amount to
the same.

Soccer is not the only sport affected
by the fan ban. A Central American
youth basketball tournement was can-
celled and the FIBA Americas moved
another basketball tournament to Cen-
tral America.

45.32

time for senior Michael Bing-
ham in the ACC championship,
giving him the fourth fastest
time in the world

years the women'’s

1 7 golf team has par-
ticipated in the NCAA
regionals

consecutive seasons the
Women'’s tennis team will
play in the NCAA regionals

the rankin? in the
1 8 ITA poll for the
men’s tennis team
seed for the women'’s
golf team in the Cen-
tral Regional NCAA

Junior Thomas Sensing of the track and
field team wins Deac of the Week after
placing 11th in the shut put category of
the college division. At the Penn Relays
inPhiladelphia, Sensing threwa51-5.75,
a season-best mark for him in the shot
put. In men’s javelin, Sensing took 14th
place by completing a 189-01.

At the April
16-18 ACC cham-
pionships, Sensing
posted a 50-7.25 in
theshot put. Sensing
contributed to the
men’s eighth place
finish in the ACC
witha 170-07 discus
toss placing sixth in
the overall event.
He also won second
place in the men’s javelin with a season-
best of 222-10 which gave big points to
the men’s overall score.

The Tennessee native also competed in
the Auburn Tiger Classic. Sensing took
firstin the men’s javelin competition with
athrowof208-07 and 13th in the discus
category and 17th in shot put.

Sensing

Am I supposed to come up here
and talk about the game or am
I supposed to come up here and
lobby for the calls I want the next
game? Lets just play the games.”

~ Stan Van Gundy

in the first four rounds. Not too shabby
foragroup that Rivals.com had ranked

as the 95th best
recruiting class in

2004.

career interceptions, was selected

See Draft, Page B4

Deacs still struggeling

Haowei Tong/Old Gold & Black

Senior Tyler Smith runs out a pop fly in the Deacs’ 11-3 victory
over the Davidson Wildcats on April 28.

By Steven Johns | Staff writer

Wake Forest 5
Coastal Carolina 18

In an April 29 showdown with Costal
Carolina the Deacon pitchers struggled,
giving up 18 runs on 20 hits. The Deacs
were only able to produce five runs on
nine hits.

The Deacs ended their previous eight
game losing streak with a out of confer-
ence win against Davidson April 28.

The 11-3 blowoutvictory came behind
agreat pitching performance from fresh-
man Michael Dimock. Dimock pitched
eight great innings while allowing only
one run on five hits. Dimockalso fanned
seven Wildcats in the process to give him
his fourth win on the season.

Nine of the Deacons’ 11 runs came in
the first four innings of the game. Senior
Mike Murray got the offensive barrage
started with a two run home run in the
bottom of the first inning. In the top of
the second, sophomore Steven Brooks
provided some cushioning with a two
run home run of his own, making the
score 4-0.

Sophomore Ian Tomkins also helped
the offense with his three hits and two
RBIs and a run of his own.

This win was the second game in a row
where the Deacons scored double digit
runs. Unfortunately, their 10 run effort
against the Florida State Seminoles came
to no avail, as they lost 14-10. Seniors
Tyler Smith and Evan Ocheltree both
provided home runs for the Deacons,
but the pitching staff could not hold off
the powerful Florida State offense.

The middle game of the three game
series in Tallahassee was a pitching duel
compared to the finale. The 6-4 Wake
Forest loss was a competitive game from
beginning to end. The Seminoles got off
to a quick start with three runs in the
bottom of the second inning. Regaining
some momentum, Tomkins hit a home
run to get the Deacs back within two in
the top of the third. A wild pitch in the
fourth got the Deacons back within one,
but the Seminoles pulled away with a
run of their own in the fourth, and three
more by the end of the seventh.

The first game of the series netted the
Demon Deaconswithanother ACCloss,
15-6.

While the results are not favorable for
the Diamond Deacs, the offense seems
to be coming around. After scoring only
three runs in three games against the
Georgia Tech Yellow Jackets, the runs
scored against Florida State and David-
sonareagood sign. Playerslike Tomkins,
Murray and Brooks are hitting the ball
welland giving Wake Forest fans a reason
to keep watching the Deacs.

Good pitching from young players
like Dimock is also a good sign for next
year. Many of this year’s freshmen have
shown moments of greatness, giving
Wake Forest fans hope for the future.
If all of the young pitching can come
together at the same time, the Deacons
can rebound from yet another disap-
pointing season.

This season, however, is not yet over
and the Deacs have a chance for the
young players to gain some experience
and get the seniors a couple more games
before their careers come to a close.

The NBA draft looms

just around the corner

By John Harrison | Staff writer

After what seemed like years of
hype, speculation and plate-smash-
ingantics, the NFL Draftfinally came
and went. All the prediction analysts
can now go back
T RE SS into hibernation.
E—P Draft boards can
o be putbackinstor-
E:B OX age. And finally,
fans can get back
to watching actual

sporting events.

Oh wait, scratch that. We wouldn’t
want to deny the men on the hard-
wood the same respect we give to
those on the gridiron, now would
we? Heaven forbid we fail to endlessly
dramatize and totally overhype the
upcoming NBA draft just as much
as we did for the NFL.

Now I know David Stern won't offi-
cially announce Blake Griffin’s name
with the first pick until June 25. But
let’s be honest, we were already dis-
cussing the Detroit Lions’ first selec-
tion possibilities when they hit 0-8
last November — six months ago.

P'm just trying to keep things fair.

So in order to avoid any sense
of injustice, here are a few mus-
ings to ponder as the NBA draft
approaches...

One:  Griffin, Rubio and then
what? Barring any major discover-
ies or significant injuries in the next
few months, Oklahoma center and

national player of the year Blake
Griffin will go first in the draft, and
Spanish sensation Ricky Rubio will
go second. The number three pick
is where the discussion truly begins.
And in what is generally considered
a weak class, general managers and
coaches with lottery picks will likely
have a difficult time deciding which
playersareworth the bigbucks. Thus,
after the second selection, don’t be
surprised to see some unexpected,
potentially controversial picks in the
first round.

Two: Don’t count on the current list of
prospects being the final list. A signifi-
cant number of underclassmen who
have declared for the draft have yet to
hireanagent, thus reserving the right
to return to the college game next
season. Among them are top pros-
pects Gerald Henderson of Duke,
Tyreke Evans of Memphis and Jeff
Teague of Wake Forest. If a number
of these guys opt to return to school,
an already weak class of candidates
could become even weaker as June
approaches.

Three: As is the growing trend, expect
to hear few seniors’ names called in
round one. The first senior selected
this year will probably be Eric
Maynor, the versatile point guard
from VCU, somewhere in the middle
of the first round. After that, there
really aren'tany guarantees. Terrence

See Pressbox, Page B4

Pump Up FOR PiccoLO

Connor Swarbrick/Old Gold & Black

Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity teamed up with the football
team April 23 to raise money for the Brian Piccolo Fund.



